
 
 

Recent meeting in Brussels of the Jury  of the 5th 
European Greenways Award  

The Jury of the 5th European Greenways  was made up of experts whose professional background allowed them to 
approach, from a range of perspectives, the analysis of 20 exceptional candidates from 10 countries:  

�x European Commission DG Enterprise and Industry - Director of Tourism. Mr. Pedro Ortún  
�x International Union of Railways (UIC): Mr. Alex Veitch, Senior Advisor - Sustainable Development  
�x EUROGITES - European Federation of Rural Tourism: Mr. Klaus Ehrlich – General Secretary  
�x ENAT - European Network for Accesible Tourism: Marcel Wijnker   
�x European Economic and Social Committee. Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society 

(TEN) – ( *)  
�x EGWA- European Greenways Association: Mr. Gilbert Perrin, President  

Jury was assisted technically by the EGWA representatives (with voice but without vote) Ms. Carmen Aycart, General Secretary 
and Ms. Mercedes Muñoz, Director and Jury Secretary.  
 
As laid down in the award regulations, the jury set out to select 3 awards for each of the 2 prize categories -Excellence,  and 
Exemplary Initiatives, but given the high quality of the presented candidates, and after careful consideration, the members of 
the Jury chose to add two additional awards, a "Special Prize of the Jury" and two third prizes in the category of "Exemplary 
Initiatives ". 
 
The 5th European Greenways Award has been organized by the European Greenways Association (EGWA) in cooperation 
with the Association des Départements et Régions Cyclables (DRC) de France and the Conseil Général des Vosges, with the 
support of the DG of Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission and Council of Europe / European Landscape 
Convention,  the Ministère de l’Ecologie, du Développement Durable, des Transports et du Logement and the Walloon 
Region.   
 
The winners will be announced at Epinal (France), in coincidence with the Annual meeting of the Départements et Régions 
Cyclables of France, on Thursday, September the 8th 2011.  

The awards contribute to the promotion of best practices in greenways, to encourage the qualitative development of these 
new facilities open to the general public in Europe, that are “Communication routes reserved exclusively for non-motorised 
journeys. These routes should meet satisfactory standards of width, gradient, and surface condition to ensure that they are 
both user-friendly and low-risk for users of all abilities. In this respect, canal towpaths and disused railway lines are a highly 
suitable resource for the development of greenways.  Greenways are known with different names depending on the country: 
Voies Vertes, Vias Verdes, RAVEL, Ecopistas, Radwege auf alten Bahntrassen, railtrails,, 

www.europeangreenwyasaward.org 

(*) unable to attend  
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